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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-20 have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement PTO-1449 

1 . No Information Disclosure Statement was submitted by the applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-10, 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shurts (U.S. Patent No. 5,572,673, dated Nov. 5, 1996). 

3.1 . As per claim 1 , Shurts is directed to an information communication device which 
supports information exchange and fostering of human relations (item 54 in Fig. 5 and 
associated text), comprising: a radio communication unit which transmits and receives 
radio communication data (col. 14, lines 16-30 describes item 54 in Fig. 5, capable of 
communication using radio); a metadata storage unit which stores metadata (col. 8 line 
60 to col. 9 line 15 describes the security system of Shruts, which includes a system 
catalog. The system catalog, as defined in col. 6 lines 1-15 includes metadata); and a 
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central control unit which manages the storage of metadata in said metadata storage 
unit (the CPU, item 62 in Fig. 5 controls and manages the storage of all data in the 
system which includes metadata), wherein said central control unit partitions said 
metadata storage unit by security level and category, stores metadata received through 
said radio communication unit in an area matching in terms of security level and/or 
category, and, in response to an external access request, takes metadata out of a 
storage area matching in terms of security level and/or category and supplies the 
metadata (use of levels and categories to enforce access security in well-known in the 
art. Shrunt explains the enforcement of MAC rules using labels in col. 1 , lines 52 to col. 
2 line 5. Shrunt specifically defines security levels and categories in col. 4, line 55 to col. 
5, line 51, and particularly in col. 5 lines 7-20. MAC rules are typically implemented in 
Operating Systems and allow secure storage and access of data based on the labels 
assigned to data). 

3.2. As per claim 2, Shurts is directed to the information communication device 
according to claim 1 , wherein said metadata is information in the form of metadata, 
equivalent to a log stating that the user visits a place and what the place is (Shrunts is 
directed to a secured database system and the purpose of databases is storing linked 
pieces of information such as the user, its visits and the visited place). 

3.3. As per claim 3, Shurts is directed to the information communication device 
according to claim 1 , further comprising: a user input unit for the user of the device to 
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write metadata directly into said metadata storage unit (col. 14 lines 5-15 describes a 
key which allows user enter user data). 

3.4. As per claim 4, Shurts is directed to the information communication device 
according to claim 1, wherein said central control unit sets a higher security level for 
data transmitted through a relatively secure communication path and a lower security 
level for other transmitted data (as explained in col. 1 line 53 to col. 2 line 5, the more 
sensitive data gets a higher level or category. The more sensitive data is typically 
transmitted in the more secured transmission system). 

3.5. As per claim 6, Shurts is directed to the information communication device 
according to claim 1, further comprising: a format setting unit which converts the format 
of metadata taken out of said metadata storage unit as requested by a requesting party 
(according to col. 5 lines 40 to 55, the database maybe queried using different 
languages, and therefore it is formed in the format requested by a requesting party). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 5, 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shurts as applied to claims 1-4 and 6 above, and further in view of Timmer (U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0107895, filed Aug. 3, 2001). 

5.1 . As per claims 5 and 1 1 , Shurts is directed to the information communication 
device according to claim 1 , However, Shurts does not specify a virtual person growing 
means which grows a virtual person corresponding to the user based on the user's 
history information accumulated in said metadata storage unit, as Shurts is directed to a 
secured database management system, which is typically one of the major building 
blocks of information systems. 

Timmer is directed to an interactive personalized book, which provides users with the 
ability to record and guide their own physical or emotional transformations over time, or 
collect and archive content that reflects a specific period of time of their lives. An on- 
line personal history diary, and evolution of personality and life style is possible(parag. 
9). Also as shown in parag 29-30, Timmer's system supports, for example, a 
"MYLIFEBOOK" which reflects a personalization process corresponding to a person. 
As mention in parag 29, the personalization tool is interactive and matures as it collects 
more history data about the person. 



Application/Control Number: 10/627,733 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2132 

Timmer uses databases in the system development as mentioned in paragraphs 19 
and 25, therefore its system incorporates the art that is analogous to Shurts' art. 
Furthermore, Timmer stores personal data, which requires privacy protection. As 
mentioned in paragraph 2, Timmer uses a secured server and makes its data available 
over the Internet and via wireless systems. Therefore the skilled artisan that makes 
Timmer's system would be motivated to use Shurts' secured database system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art to use Shurts' 
secured database management system in development of Timmer's system. 

6. Claims 7-20 are substantially the same as claims 1-6 above, Note that Timmer 
supports exchanging emails and Shurts creates a bidirectional communication (col. 14 
line 16-30), and therefore both are capable of receiving and transmitting data. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farid Homayounmehr whose telephone number is 571 
272 3739. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 hrs Mon-Fri, off Monday 
biweekly. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571) 272-3799. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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